2003 Optimist National Champs – Picton

Most of the MBSC opti fleet, and their families, traveled across the Strait to spend Easter weekend Picton competing the National Champs. We had a hugely enjoyable and successful competition. Our sailors numbered 18 of the 170 or so competitors, the best representation of any club. Testament also to the strength of our sailing at Murrays Bay, we returned home with more than a fair share of the Trophies. 

By traveling down a few days before, we got familiar with the sailing and surroundings with some organized coaching and practice races on the Tuesday and Wednesday in light breezes and beautiful sunshine. 

Between registration and the unofficial briefing on Thursday some had a bit more sailing but most preferred to do the last minute preparations on the boats … sanding the hulls and foils, checking the rigging and reef knots.

By Friday we were all hyped up for the sailing to start but winds gusting 50 knots in the sounds prevented us from going out. Most of the day was spent stopping optis from flying around the beach.

Saturday the wind eased a little and we managed a full day with 3 races. At the end of the day we held first and second spots with Daniel and Ersine.

Next day we managed 4 races in a much lighter (6 – 10 knots) conditions. As expected the sailing was tricky wind large wind shifts keeping everybody on their toes.  Little did we realize that this would be the last day racing, as the next 2 days were lovely sunshine and no wind. We spent both days drifting around on the water waiting for the wind to arrive. Matt Jones and Dan McCormack both got lucky with the fishing lines but apart from that we just enjoyed the sounds.

The seven races were enough to give us a series and Murays Bay ended the event with 4 sailors in the top ten (Daniel 3rd, Ersine 5th, Susannah 8th and Martin 9th).  Susannah also won 1st Girl and Scotty picked up the prize for top 11 year old. David won the mid fleet trophy and to his further credit the Sportsman’s Award. He received this for retiring from a race (after finishing in a good place) because he had hit another boat and not done a 720 penalty. Nobody had protested him but he decided to retire anyway. Our club is rightly proud David and all our sailors who competed.

Queen Charlotte were fantastic hosts. They constantly amazed us with the effort and organization for a club with only 11 members. 







